livable environments

&
architecture
international congress
nature - cities - architecture
sustainable development
1-4 July 2003

trabzonturkey

proceedings



Rt::’:\r’ltﬂllZﬂtiﬂn of the historic urban neighborhood: case in
Giresun

Renovation/Revitalization works in the City centers an

example to pedestrian shoping areas: Trabzon
kunduracilar street”

Arzu Aydin Aksoy,

Hamiyet Ozen, Siiheyla
Birlik

Sonay Cevik, Filiz
Tavsan, Serbiilent Vural,
Ozglir Asik

rd o
3" Session: SUSTAINABILITY: Energy efficient building

Energy efficient housing design — in terms of heating and
lighting-

An Investigation into ecological houses in the example of

apartment blocks (mass housing) in terms of sustainable
environments

Builc%ing materials and technology in constructing of
exterior skin of building by ecological approach

Control of the lost light energy at houses

4™ Session: CONSERVATION: Policies and proposals

Efficiency of institutions on conservation: A Case in
historic districts of Eastern Black Sea Region

Reusing of the early twentieth century architecture
heritage: Case in Trabzon

A Callues diversion from a livable stage-set; the 75-year
story of a “high-market” street

Lighting the building around the city

5" Session: RECREATION: Planning and design

Effects of coastal filled areas on Istanbul

The aesthetic and functional expectations of the
community from a city park and its reflection to design:
A study on Bursa Soganl city park

Research on the recreational use of Ankara Atatlirk
Orman Ciftligi

Definition of user satisfaction with the Kano Model

Giil Koglar Oral, Alpin
K. Yener, $.Filiz Aksit

Ayse Sagsoz, Derya
Elmali, Reyhan Midilli

Figen Kars, Safak Sahin

Banu Manav

Nimet Candas

Hamiyet Ozen, Siiheyla
Birlik

Gaye Birol, Murat Cetin

Ramiz Abdiilrahimov,
Mustafa Kavraz

Fatma Aycim Tiirer

Bahar Baser

Dicle Oguz

F. Hilal Halicioglu

211

222

247

254

266

278

288

299

309

317

328

340

350

358



1iarpaper03'210103'02'02'003

A callous diversi?n from a livable stage-set; the 75-
year story of a “high-market” street

Gaye BIROL, Murat (;ETIN
Balikesir University, Department of Architecture, TURKEY

Abstract

This study probes the relative decline in the quality of commerce in Balikesir in relation to
its urban-architectonic stage. Milli Kuvvetler Street in Balikesir, an astonishing insertion of
1916 into the organic town fabric, is examined in this paper. Its deviation from an urban
space representing a new social model of Turkish Republic in the early 1920s towards a
mediocre and untidy streetscape, has been of long interest particularly from the viewpoint
of parallel processes of morphological and socio-economic transformation in small towns.
This study aims to elucidate spatial dimensions of traditional commerce by investigating a
small western Anatolian town and the evolution of its most exquisite linear space of its time
and the first upper-class commercial street of Balikesir. In a historical perspective (between
1920s and 1980s), the principles of the stage design of this social act or ritual in the city,
whereby a Western European lifestyle is appropriated are examined for the purpose of
discovering their relation with the ritual itself. Within the framework of morphological
aspect of the townscape, urban effects of key interventions are analysed adopting methods
of townscape analyses such as building heights, plot widths, sequential continuity of urban
paths as well as figure-ground relationships in order to achieve a comprehensive
understanding of the physical context in which the economic nucleus to flourish. Some
results are noteworthy especially in the case of Balikesir. It 1s sugges;ed that the cha_nges
observed in the fabric of the square, building height and plot width might have *neglatwel_y
affected the rhythm of shopping activity. Environmental gua!ity ancl_ appmpnateness iS
evaluated retrospectively towards a better and vivid social life in the historic centre of the
city of Balikesir. Milli Kuvvetler Street is suggested as an urban generator o reactivate the

social life in the city for a much more liveable Bal ikesir.
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Introduction

soc..1 experience has been slightly downplayeg
‘sustainability of the city". Therefore, economj.
uman action in a city should be considereq ik
lisation of historic quarters should not o
but also improving public activity g
tion of historic centres should g,
ctivity, which constitute one of
the liveability of the town in the

Enhancement 0. human
within the debates of

sustainability and quality of.h
complementary 1Ssues. Revitalisat
aim at sustaining their economic life

movement in the streets. Regenera
enhance as the quality of commercial a
main indicators of social life, that 1s to say
City. _ S :
Along this purpose, this paper probes the rc?latlve d_eclme in the quality of
commerce in Balikesir after 1950s 1n relation to 1ts urban-architectonje
stage. Milli Kuvvetler Street (this was named as Is}asy(?n Street since it
constituted the axis connecting Municipality Building mto the Railway
Station) in Balikesir, an astonishing insertion of 1916 into the organic town
fabric, is examined in this study.

It is observed that a significant alteration have gradually occurred in the
physical layout of Milli Kuvvetler Street. Accordingly, it 1s assumed that
such physical transformation may have contributed to the gradual decline in
the quality of shopping activity along with other socio-economic input. To
this aim, the relation between urban-architectural morphology of Milli
Kuvvetler Street and urban ritual of shopping along the street is scrutinised.

Urban-architectural Morphology and Urban Ritual of Shopping

The deviation of Milli Kuvvetler Street (Figure 1) from an urban space
representing a new social model of Turkish Republic in the early 1920s
towards a mediocre and untidy streetscape, has been of long interest
particularly from the viewpoint of parallel processes of morphological and
socio-economic transformation in small towns throughout Western
Anatolia.

This urban transformation is, at the same time, the transformation of both
economic and social structure. Milli Kuvvetler Street has become a new axis
phy51c?lly and functionally detached from the traditional core of city, and
one with shops that sell goods brought from other cities and countries @
we'l as the one with bank buildings on its both sides particularly in 19405
and 1950s. Op?ning of the street and selling of imported goods on this DEW
street were quite significant from the viewpoint that it was the generating
point of the modernisation process in Balikesir.

: hThe ONgomg soclo-economic process in Balikesir is examined in th¢
ight of various facts such as: overall economic change in Turkey, impacts
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4] economy, and in particular, ch : :

0:‘ to out-of-town shopping areas (e_ga:mh}[e;/l[nﬁ,nf uppﬁr-mlt_ldle Income
s the scarcity and defici vigros, Gima) in Balikesir
pee to/ e 8- y iciency of the historical documents. ; ‘
- nsidefﬂ'd to be most appropriate method to follow the decreas f 1t was
ewspaper adverts as well as headlines related to the economic EC rom the
he city between 1_940_ and 1960. The major parameters of the q?g;??t u;:
ocONOMIC and social life are assumed to be; amount of goods for y o

- social groups, and that of i Bk FEpET-
middle class ehses at of import goods, availability of servic
articularly for the early Fepublican bourgeoisie in Western Turkey wh?fé
their indicators arc restricted to newspaper advertisements. Hence, the
qewspaper headlines showing considerable changes in these parametexjs are
highlighted throughout this study. For instance, advertisements of various
etailers such as those who sell exquisite hats, elegant fur coats and
tashionable watches are typical manifestations of the quality of commercial
life along Milli Kuvvetler Street around 1950s (Figure 2). At this point, it 18
of interest to understand how physical context support and enhance this
positive quality of shopping.

Within the framework of morphological aspect of the townscape, urban
offects of key interventions are analysed adopting methods developed by
various scholars including Lynch and Curran (Lynch 1960, Curran 1983).
Morphological aspects that can be considered to have influenced the quality
of socio-economic life, are synthesised from above-mentioned references.
Various townscape analyses are conducted such as building heights, plot
widths, sequential continuity of urban paths as well as figure-ground
relationships in order to achieve a comprehensive understanding of the
physical context in which the economic nucleus to flourish. Some results are
noteworthy especially for the fact that one could establish principles of the
relative decline in the quality of shopping in the case of Balikesir. For
instance, replacement of traditional bazaar (which appears (o have been a
collector space) with shopping arcade of 1950s (which became a distributor
space) has significantly contributed to ‘solation of this street from the
broader urban context and thus pedestrian movement. Moreover, removal of
the first Municipality Building (which served as an urban magnet) seems o

have caused the destruction of the continuity between the Zagnos Pasha

Mosque and the Railway Station. This formation may have been accelerated

by the domination of the node -Cumhuriyet SQUare: (a potential urban

3 . . - 1 St tiﬂnt
quare) by traffic junction (round-about) 10 front of the I::_aﬂlfuar{h X r?n -

Particularly after the opening Of Bursa-lzmir motorway. _
fllnctmnauy and Spatiallyp(at legast locationally) organised - dlff?m?giﬁ
A e ettt (B ) ollootion ~which WES UL
Iput in the commercial life of the town- had later been bfﬂl:}glht etodgiespersed
NX-use commercial buildings. This type of g oy

unification O
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uced the human movement between thege

nodes through various paths. 1L 1S S’flgéﬂsted thiit the ‘fil:fln%]fstﬂ?seww in the
fabric of the square, building height 'and p'DF v otels) may haye
negatively affected the rhythm of shopping acmfty{r ditional

This study elucidates spatial dn_nensmns 0 : ﬂ? , t_CDmm_erce by
investigating a small western Anatolian tow3 an elevn ution Gf‘lts most
exquisite linear space of its time and‘the first upper-ciass commercial Street
of Balikesir. In a historical perspective (startmg lfrm.n the early republicap
period until late 1980s _which represent the raml_fmgtlon of the pﬁst-mod.em
consumerist era in less developed areas), the principles of the stage design
of this social act or ritual in the city, whereby a Western Eur0pem lifestyle
is appropriated are examined for the purpose of di:v,covermg their 'relation
with the ritual itself. However, visual materials of this formal analysis could
not be totally illustrated due to the limitations regarding the space in this
paper.

When the transformation of silhouettes on both sides of the street is

analysed, one cannot fail to notice that the deformation in the proportion of
width-to-height is so abrupt that the sense of “high-market street” is lost
(Figure 3). Thus, one could observe that length of shopping period for
individuals is profoundly reduced along the street. Moreover, the analysis of
the transformation of plot widths also reveals that the regularity of the
rhythm of shoppers is impaired to a great extent via enlargement of shop
windows (Figure 4). Furthermore, continuity of shopping paths is
interrupted with the deformation of figure-ground relationship as the basis
of the web of shopping.
Some results are noteworthy especially in the case of Balikesir. It 1S
suggested that the changes observed in the fabric of the square, building
height and plot width may have negatively affected the rhythm of shopping
activity. Furthermore, web of shopping is stretched to such a great
magnitude that a series of interruptions seem to have occurred. Additionally,
insertion of web of vehicular traffic right into the heart of the former web
also seems to have caused the destruction of the shopping fabric (thus social
fabric) within the historic town centre.

Consequently, one can suggest that Milli Kuvvetler Street has been
fragment_ed frgm the broader urban context with a series of misguided
interventions since 1955.

2 EAlt this point, master plan of 1944 by German architect and plannet
Ti’l&g é ?;*OL:ZES (cI;rile s 1r;tex:est because of his humane approach (Egli 1_9%4)-
this diicninectedg;l:w )1:'.5 i{amm{ad 2 anam v o dodl e rehab1l!tatﬂ
ol Sonb i H‘i’f . AS Cﬂuld‘ be observed in his original drawings

unicipal archives, Despite its modernist approaches

commercial units ma have red
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xhibits an urbane attitude that by
the plan €X" . at brings hu : :
role forward in planning. S8 luman purpose, action and

Human purpose wthh should be the essence of Sustainable urb ;
seems to have begn achlev'eczl by Egli plan to a Certain extent urban design
However, various revisions have diverted the plan frc;m "
seem to have becon_le t_he catalyst for the retr Ogression process 1'111'301]'ll qnd
the 1950 fire. Despite 1ts orthodox approaches. the modernislzl lan‘nly aijter
 quite similar to Jansen plan for Ankara in late 19205 - exhibits o Lore S
attitude that brings human purpose, action and role forward in plannin 3
could be observed in his original drawings recently found in amhie& g as

Conclusion

Although p1tfalls_ of the analyses due to the scarcity of documents before
1940s can be discussed, the mojor principles behind the decline in the
quality of shopping could be formulated as follows:
1. Length of shopping time is significantly decreased.
2. Rhythm of shopping has become quite irregular.
3. Continuity of shopping flow has been interrupted.
In relation to above-listed points, principles of urban-architectural
transformation are further determined as follows respectively:
1. Silhouette of Milli Kuvvetler Street is irregularly and excessively
raised at the cost of human scale.
2. Plot widths have been enlarged due to the widespread standards of
display.
3. Figure-ground relation is drastically reversed at the peril of pedestrian
continuity. |
Hence, it is concluded that there is a clear and quite strong correlation
between the principles of decline in the quality of shopping and that of
physical environment. Consequently, it is proposed that highlighted maters
should be improved to bring back the original quality of shopping to the

street,
: ; : ' tively
Environmental quality and appropriateness 15 cvaluated 1EtROSpec
1 4 . oric centre of the city of

towards a better and vivid social life in the hist E
Balikesir. In conclusion, following points can be stated as a guiding

framework for planners and administrators of the clitlv’-f ;ﬁi}’ﬂ
‘econstruction of the triangular continuity of Egll e (;rlangﬁlair eDcentrES‘
mnﬂe“ing commercial, religious, administrative aou lmfrfe 19glh century
flamely 17% century bazaar, 15" century mosque el with infill
Municipality, government, and mid-20" century railway Stanon)rsal of the
Projects  throughout the historical quarter. Sewndly’b(r@f:zes s0 as o
ﬁgufﬁ-ground relatiOﬂShip for the desigﬂ of better ur an Sp
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( lisation of human 110 sment within the centre, MOI’&OVer’
lated to bring ! 1man scale to the street, and large,

her divided to give a SENSe of traditiona] high-

achieve the revi
silhouette should be regy

plot width should be furt ‘

market street. Milli |
reactivate the social 11

Kuvvetler Street 18 suggested as an urban generator 4
fe in the city for a much more liveable Balikesir.
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