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CHAPTER S

Contemporary Islamic Architectural Experiments

Split-Identity as a Symptom of Contem-
porary Urban Form of Arab Cities;

the Case of Al-Khobar

Murat Cetin

The chapter elucidates the relationships between the bi-polar
forces of globalization and tradition in regard to the diseases it
causes on urban realm. Therefore, it analyzes the current trends
of urban transformation and delineates an underlying rationale
which enables the comprehension of the current character of the
Arab city with specific reference to the case of Al-Khobar. The city
form is subjected to a re-reading arguments of which are mainly
based on the critical interpretation of the mechanisms of urban
morphology in relation not only to the impacts of global economy
and associated building boom but also to the means of perception
of urban space particularly by different strata of the urban real'm-
Thus, urban morphology of the city is studied as a medium which
manifests a gradually increasing split between
and the physical container of the publicre
argues that uncritical import of urban an |
B1€s seem to create a peculiar of urban-a Sl
that is usually reducepj to skig-zzep facade mimicry Of orienta

183




and arabesque features which results in distorted ecle
Disney Architecture, background, sources, roots and ajp,. b o
are different from socio-cultural co‘ntext of Arab citje Cur h
urban scene fails In reﬂecﬁng c?ngomg transformatigp, e znt
ciety. Particularly, individualistic performances of Shiny highﬂ-ﬂ-
buildings and sharp contrasts of 'stn?et front-s between mg;, art::
s and back streets seem to depict impressions of &agmentatjm;
and segregation, while the Arab society is associated by a ity
integrity and synchronization. The emerging urban-scgp, illthé
current urban building boom that can be associated with the o
tural and economic leap in Islamic regions (Arab Renaissanc,
day is critically evaluated. Thus, the chapter proposes judicig
and critical planning policy instead of the direct import of glob
urban-architectural typologies.

Clicigy,

1. Introduction

The status of contemporary cities in Middle East and Ara
region that is characterized by Islamic culture is undergoing anos
cillation between globalization and its traditions due to social and
political accretions. Although the notion of unity used to be ¢
shared spirit and the soul in the vast diversity of the region and
its varied cultures, the emergent hybrid that is being cultivated
in this context seems to proliferate duality rather than an o

mulated synthesis that could have been achieved by the fusion®

modern technology with re-interpretation of the heritage via defi

b e continuity and innovation of the past. Howevel

'a process of fragmentation and disintegration is clearly e

. . . 1
in soa(.:}-psy&ologlcal disorders the symptoms of E
traced in the urban container

thi o
i 4 1 M 0
4t Along framework, the Qngaing rapid l'I'aHSfOI'mﬂ:]: ;_gd
he;:n ?:lt.lvu-o €nt In major cities of Arab countries 1° "?1 Iy 10
WItN particular refer i ‘ d spec™”
enc a and SP an
the city of Al-Khap. e to Saudi Arabi b

be




R
N in the region. The problem is that thepoe:;;r; ot ﬂTe
| o : ; g economic
Ly i the regl?n reveals its manifestations on the rapid and,
b s ;navoidably, imprudent development In urban trasformation
- ivities. Moreover, regional politics change the roles of Middle
- pstern countries whereby Arabic cities emerge as new markets.
Conseqﬂenﬂ?f those cities are gradually restructuring themselves
| forwestern firms to be easily mobilized. The fact that social and
- physical body of the problemaﬁc organizm, named here with the
. general term “Arab City-Scape”, seems to be easily subject to mu-
. tation under the pressure of these winds of globalization appears
; gﬁa major mblem This mutation is mainly realized by intensive
;:.j ﬁf mmtly alien aspects into ﬂ'lis delicate well-rooted tra-
i ional '!. oanizm. In result, the mutant city displays a charaCFer
tfat can be almost defined as “split-personality”, while maintaits g
i fs authentic & iconograhic imagery. This chapter QUESHOR
o cap acity of this well-rooted conventional structur€es

Sait 1o contemporary conditions SO quickly >

pretation as WEH as ConserVﬂtlon Of | ‘“L oped

,hEntage plays a key an ominous stan¢
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de genuine, authentic phy ol
¢ the society. Meanwhile, howey
urban-architectural forgery o4

should further inc

ahd Sp :
vic fabric© i

e LB
Uce

ontal and arabes Cd gy

mimicry of OTIET que featyy,, iy
e :

deep facad s o gidttals should also be avoided. BeCaU:andﬂ v
%,

the name of reproducing traditiong] archjt,

ons out of context, appears to resul i, # E“ral :

rtEd EdECﬁCism that can be ObSEWed in ng,neg?bit |
g

Architecture OF in Las Vegas 5 trip Architecture. NEEdlessly 05y N
/g

background, sources, roots and aims {?f this type of i
are obviously totally different from socio-cultural contey .
cities. Therefore the proposed strategy 'of conservation i
hased on the notion of Critical & Interpretive Synthesis.

1

tendenC}’; m :
features and 1C

version of disto

Furthermore, the newly emerging urban scene seems to
in reflecting the current transformation of the Arab society.|

other words, it is mis-reflecting its evolution. The emerging urhy
context portraits impression of a disintegrated society via its fr:
mented morphology (Cetin, 2010). Particularly, solo performancs
of glossy buildings and abrupt dichotomy of street fronts between
main arteries and back streets - almost next to each other; seemb
portrait very misleading impressions of fragmentation and sod
segregation in the society. However, Arab society is characteriZEfi
by a unified, integrated, harmonized and synchronized P“blEE |
realm. Thus, the genuine urban-architectural language that ffﬂe"'!s
this harmony is very attractive, Disneyworld or Las Vegas StripA*
chitecture, too, might attract tourists in specific context smce_ﬂ
:{r;?e authentic Ifar.oducts of the context they are ff-‘r'_l‘lf“:“:l ;'T:lat'lﬂ :
VL other cites (like Arab cities) should avoid Pl
distanco to o st products. They rather should kee?
ghlight their own assets.




Figure 1. The city of Al-Khobar
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historical perspective. Inde{-:-d, Aral,
15 culture is suffering from the problem of oafn "
sulaand1 aving been exposed to Subsfanﬁal _

. rh
pa].'tl Ell'ly afte 'Od of time in terms of progreSSi

el ShOI't Pen . : |
tively by successive generations. In gener,| : M N

untries had to go through a suddep, 2 ;“ust B
r than a gradual transformatiop wh@re?m 3

tormation within

h
Ilg fl‘() ‘R

f

and new values are reciprocally balanced and digestey ThEr;f f‘i |
B

. .ations have naturally occured in the AP

: 5 Prop, £
tion and synthesis of the new with the existing. Here, the Maty |
exemplified with specific referer}ces taken from Al-Khoby; ing |
Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia where the clashes betwens |
nancial progress, thus urban development and traditiona| culty, |
of urbane living can clearly be observed (Parssinen & Talip, 1o |
The study addresses mechanisms of such conflict through theg, |
lysis of the aspects of urban morphology in this area. Traditipg §
urban context is assumed as a physical container of people (Lef
bvre, 1992) where culture and environment are integrated (Ray _j
mond, 2005). Traditional Arab cities have been developed overa |
large course of time and various transformations have occurredin
their historical formation and characteristics (Eben Saleh, . o) ~'
The morphological as well as visual characteristics of Arabicdfis
are well examined in order to define their salient features (Mo
1996). This historical evolution can be tackled as parallel p&-
dUI:ES betwgen the formal aspects of urbanism & arcl‘litﬁ'l‘—tufea"d _
socio-cultural aspects of Arab urban living (Niblock, 2005} T

| —
8€S can be identified in the urban histo *

E !




| mmifests.itself directly throughout the morphology of Arab ci

i' (Slyomovics, 2001). The all—embracmg nature of the reli _1'3 PR
' made possible the integration of all forms of social .atctiiﬂn 3193
: thus all types of architectural forms. During the Colonial 1?;-;11
- on the other hand, the process of natural and humane evolu:

| imhas -‘d‘ianged lts character. With the injection of Westerniza-
.1.- moﬂue Arabian Peninsula, Western way of urban planning
have spread with an agenda of implementing its own philosophy,

and thus its | :
r,,__;j!:s own culture on the formal and social structure of the

-
o2
E-

:ﬁt{" Ty P .
XSting Arab city. The duality of material and spiritual realms

embedded in the philosophy of Western
% } has also started to assert itself on the city and admin
“ation. This was a turning point in diversion from a

on of Westernization tOHES

£ &ist economy replaced forme

* This significant socio-economic transformation PrOSE -
“ffiely causeq contury-old patterms of 106F iCen SN
50 ‘ly to be loosened and dEStTOYed' # 3 ;. s X3
w._ed the disintegration of the Ottornan BT in
" 1and Western intervention into Middi€ ﬁ | cities was
physical d evelopment inm

ove Into k han Ce
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Western model of “new towns” . The 44

based on the'ther = Perimposing the new city o, thea;i ;m?“*'ﬂm |

completely new colonial citieg 2 blsmﬁt :
interaction with existing urban StrUcture, %‘n laﬂdj
genuine urban f:ulture which eny; Sagﬂ?ﬁpr& .
living in cities. Later, in Modern Period, Whic Uhy
WW II, the final wave of westernizaq,

to the era after v
: " ses have started to b I
fluential. Traditional proces S r:.-:-l;;1;:1(1‘._,{1b}'ﬂ\e .

. ort of expensive building materials and industri]

tion techniques. Furthermore, along with the PUmping of Westem . _.
technological advances into the markets of the third Wordy .'
increasing demographic pressures on these cities, high rig, bug, |
ings also became a necessity for Arab city rather than 3 choig.

Along another path, other urban morphological Instrumens g, -
also in charge for altering the outlook of these cities. Al-Ha*-lﬁ
(1981) analyzed how the orthogonal grid system as a street paften
and the villa as a housing type were introduced into the co
well as modernist zoning regulations, which guarantied the o
tinuity of envisaged physical environment for the transformati
of Saudi Arabian cities. They were implemented over
ing organic structure of the harmonious traditional city withif
continuous, homogenous and integrated configuration of mas®

A]

and voids, connected with shaded pathways, and |
wind towers etc.

. zhus, In sum, the character of tfaditional cities Was 2 |1
mined by the organjc growth of houses that are defined by

ool walls, integrated with other urban functions such

S : 1
ni‘sis and other business buildings, organized around th‘_e C?I:.
wers tt}{-.mos.'ques as the focal landmarks. In addition t© mn Ja;‘*i '
also a fE‘W d | Cuianuao . o

1 -.L'*It‘lL.il'“r



ﬂn 4 .
Fedzgll?d complEX; the visitor EXpenenceg through this hlghly

a distinct feel;
A transcending # eeling of
paﬁﬂl continuiity Ing the limits of individual bllildigngs
o onnecting the various realms of puybl;

C hfe mte ated wi

3 ‘Ihe result of the analysis of traditional urban texture reveals
fa twa interrelated issues can be identified; pedestrian scale and

thy of the physical environment. These two salient
il Ire mae representations or physical manifestations of a social

seq ﬁntotal harmony and integration. Therefore, this chapter

Sﬂd‘l social awareness and its architectural container

ural identity of the traditional Arab city which seems_
Ve F‘r ted blurring with the recent urban develapmen 3
.' e next step is to examine a sudden leap that -a
f I — tﬂ i “from the line of natural evolution they hitherto |
lowed, and to analyze the acceleration in the implementati ‘f_‘_
Mbamsm which diverted the direction of suchn al
of the traditional urban culture all around the Ar bian
arly in cities of the Eastern Province. =

o e three successive waves of Westernization, “ e
P no f: _* Cmg the latest, and probably a F’‘-”f"’t""‘(""1 b :'";'.
Tk GPment which significantly alters the unde >
B e urban morphology (Elshestawy, 2003) _
reis ooty threatened by this masmvef_ o
1976) Patterns of daily life and
‘Mediate urban environment is belr '5
= m ‘ai‘dutechualhentage tabe ot
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implemented so gradually and g

oticed and even welcon'ned by the Native andﬁ” thy

it is almost umtlt 1977). Nevertheless, lmplementaﬁgn = |
CEJL:} ,

Sefl[le ’ e 2
People ( thﬁt it 1S MOSt lII'lI‘IOthEd and o

d friendly _
SO grzd;;‘ltﬁz hative and local people at the peril of the;,
come

: : ts that are raised by A I8
.11y with the instrumernt Y Al-H
SE;E?I;;LIY grid and urban villa, the coherence of s,

is broken. o
Besides, dependence on car, w orms the VErY Sourg, <

the discrepancy as will be discussed below, has not only Crippiy
daily social interaction but also fragmentefd the.urban Structy,
Moreover, the increasing passion (of administrators and devely.
pers) for new technologies (Kultermann, 1999), new materials ey
alien building typologies and architectural forms to jut out of
harmony of existing urban context. In other words, the ongoing
rapid urbanization under the pressure of the dynamics of gloh
economy seems to create immense contrasts regarding; human
& monumental scale, horizontal & vertical forms, walled & oper
settlements, luxurious & dilapidated buildings right next to eah
other in the morphology of Arab cities. These abrupt contrasti
are inevitably causing segregation and alienation of social dasss
froxin each other (Lubeck & Britts, 2002) whereas the traditiond
society was based on uniting all members of the society no mat
;ihsli‘a:j:n t:;zy belong to. Surprisingly, it can be observed f
: _ Structure can only be perceived as a continii"

MMmunitie
S. .
ric o 8

" 8




@qfeamres will constitute the basis of our reading of the

X ) P TR
bt "F" . *?1;:!-"1”

dty, Following this brief morphological overview, a consumma-
ive overview of sociological structure reveals that the society is
itory phase from a homogenously conservative society

Ar F'..- E T B L $
. : X -'%I ? t :h.' E L‘:ﬂ. | B

o heterogeneous and liberal society. Hence, the rapid expositon
his comprehensive transition usually causes economic pola-
1 and cultural clashes between two value sets which can

I. e ,- . o :_._- . E I
—_ “:r-.-l":'.’::i.

¥ ' -
> Qgbser
et
2

L
~h; !

vec m the physical morphology. In most of tht:e caaf.es,
ety develops various types of split personality, osciliating
 bipolar ends of the range of cultural value sets. In
CC n of as well as behaviour bothin public |
. m regard to different time and context. -:

A

o

ymptoms of “Split” Between Urba

e R

n Content &
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. This rapid process seems tq be th
m of the aty ¢ Jocal culture and its artjsy,.

hed values ©

though thls p ,
tors since it symboliZes i

a tr e%“ink
: e |
Jcomed by public as we]] ¢ ® ft?ﬂ:ts i 1
ess and integration tq A mlmstra\

At

st World. Nevertheless, ifhe argulinent 1}ere 'S that op ;a”%d
thj I:;;Zration under the disguise of this rapid tranSfOHnatizsenh
ti s

being implemented SO evanescerc';tly and Surreptiﬁ(}uSly =

barely spotted and almost saluted. | .
It is of particular interest of -thls chapter to maje ;

the apparent 2pa>l Y of Arab cities to adapt to new congj

tion,
Along this purpose,

the fo
the establis

state of the art urban design theories a4 e,
methodologies based on discourse analysis will be adapted ip 7,
dition to conventional urban analysis methods. Therefore, this sec.
tion will start by visiting up to date urban theories that explain iy
as a self-organizing organizm rather than a static design prodyy
controllable by the single hand of the planning authority. Congg.
ering the current paradigm shift from stabilized places to beconing
places (Dovey, 2010; Deleuze & Guattari, 1987), the need for anew
viewpoint towards cities arises calling a shift in methodologiesin
the direction of dynamic evaluation methods. The examination
of cities under the impact of global urbanization requires the us
of similar lenses to those used in analysis of contemporary globd
metropolitan areas. Because, the dynamics shaping both typed
urban environments share a common ground on which existig
assets are commodified and spatial configuration is rf—:cfrgal'ﬂlf-“:i*"0
allow €asy & efficient access and operation of global mechanis™
- erefote, s Study will apply the critical discourses develope

or .
e emp Orary city to those cities at stake.



€ption thl'ﬂugh interactive

Jres of the two. Therefore, t1,
that' are expected to

€ aSPECtS
e S gaiﬂS a totally new funcﬁ(m and

sy, high-class buildings and old, low-quality and dilapidated

) ';-_-“{,T-ﬂ'" L

next to eachother; furthermore, huge contradiction
en the -;well-mamtamed, well-protected, rich housing com-

| f,. reminiscents of oasis next to deserted lands; the

e

ction between a diamond-like chain of small palaces

or neighborhoods laid out next to it; the though provoking

TeL fancy neighborhood next to immigrant quarters
Viere [ “ cilities and services are not provided, etc. Doubt="
S, Vague yet enigmatic character of the current Arab city lies
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¢ fact, it is VeTY interesting o observe ho,, eas; 4
of 1act,

. 1

e Jestroyed and even erased in such tfadit'y trag
;11(: Icontral'Y alien features are absorbed i

On the ;

of destroying itself. Various scholars (Mass,

Cugttari) have alread}f point-e;l O?i:i the &I:OSSibﬂiW‘Cff . ar.;l

gen the changes in the ICERBBES & personalities
:::: and those in the physical environment —Tegard g CUrey
postmodern status of conte:mpo_ra‘ry Western.(:lty. They 45, 0
sider these multiplicity of identities as a typical globalist ingt,
ment. If this is the case, which connotes an even more Serious gy
vital problem in terms of culture at stake, urbanizatign Policis
have to be reviewed. Faced with the dichotomy of Preserviny
deep and stratified cultural heritage on the one hand, and cge;.
ting a new glamourous (yet superficial) physical stage set for the
new way of contemporary living, planning bodies seem to ha
(deliberately or subconsciously) developed a strategy of masking te
ills of this transformation from the public gaze in order to pr
vent reaction. This possibility' matches quite well with Baudrillard
(1995)’s notion of “Hyper-reality” in creating a sort of simulaton
Whereby ills of this Neéw way of transformation are di5g1ﬁsed.§0 |
contemporary Post-structuralist philosophy helps us to expl

ﬂ}? comple)f and ambigiaus state of the process ongoing in An?

ciety.-
the expense
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Figure '
2. Road and Wall as dominant and clashing features of old & new city

As pointed out above, wall emerges as the expression of

n | 2 ] ag " ] .
Otion of “privacy” that determines the traditional way of li-

Vin :
£ road appear as the manifestation of the concept of
that determines the contemporary Way of living (Figure

e
M intends to read the city over the conflict of these two

Wn

ﬂlec;gt& V:.irﬂig (2007)’s accentuation on the notion of speed 11’1

beh"ee:leptmn of modem city, raises the 155:& of the Gifi T

iy, D‘Jutll-_r;.le “static perception” and ”dynamic perception 0

Vithin th tessly, different social groups hav |
€ Arab city. Thus, upper SO

c ,
Dmﬁmpﬂm"’&j islamate Aychitectural ExperLme




ive the city by jum
108, perCE?VE ~PS an
e f;l;tins. Their high speed travel visyq, a: N

the actually fragmented parts of },, Waf]:' thy

o nne ; traditi - g,
cagl‘llthEly cO ; Of 5 Contu-luous waHEd ( ﬂdltlﬂnﬂl) Cit \

_ . Y Whe
e Hnujf;(;nwlmre are Conserved at macro Scale (]: U}f?
)

1g
e cracks in between these fragmented Par
Of
Egnw

ity to grow larger and destroy . -
the capacity : : _ nt
the wall 13:; ructure of the fast-spreading city. This Virtug] o,
oV ~
of the reas

e .1l seemingly cover social differences wh
rtra iy s o actully perform tis o i
lity, not by covering bRt heahflg S e R Confli
with the old and the new, or in other words, b.em.een wall and
road is tackled in such a way that the Conﬂl(ft 1s disguised by o,
temporary means of urban perception, that is to say by speeq

Hence, in this chapter, it can be claimed that sustainability of
traditional urban culture is significantly threatened by the masgye
urbanization process undergoing around the globe. It is intended
to demonstrate that many patterns of daily life as well as waysof
perceiving the immediate urban environment is being irreversily
altered for humans to an extent that urban-architectural heritageis
almost destroyed. However, this process is being implementedso -
gradually and discretely that it is almost unnoticed and even we: r
comed by the native and local people. At this point the followi-
section will focus on the instruments of this disguise in term o i




Countries,
Needless to say, all these products ang Mater;
leted in Arab cities, are branded in the We

st and manufactured in
the East with the cheapest labor COsts poss

ible.
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=tk ing the fragmented walls creating dif, .
Figure 3. viap Sho:oni of the city at different speeds rent Percey,

Eventually, as diSCIESZEfI i:;ﬁ: ::ZSAME Cit)" haf"» been tang
formed from a humane fabric pedestrian in Scale by

—onious and integrated in terms of urban space, intg , new g4
- humane fabric that can be defined as vehicular and MONumey,
in scale and spatially fragmented as a result of global Urbanjz,,
tion processes. Like many metropolitan cities all over the worlg
Arab cities will soon start feeling the failings of being modemizg
via mechanizms of; alienation, depression, and increasing health
problems of citizens, growing traffic congestion on the motorway,
increasing environmental pollution, isolation in the suburbs ag-
glomeration of certain socio-economic classes (1.e. poor, migrants
efc.) on downtown, dilapidation of the city centre, increasing crime
rate, etc. (Al-Naim & Mahmud, 2007). Despite the various com
forts that such processes provide for particular strata of the sod
Strata, urbanization by such means clearly brings up a diversi o
dlsadvantages especially for the lower levels of this stratificatiot
E;;Eﬁts Cff such deformation can easily be searched thl'oughﬁw
; m]E:CtEd urban ingredients into the once unified, inf%* -




| iritual and social values re

spirt gardi

Fﬂh“: of urban living. Along this ‘]:‘g Cc.mrnumty Ere
ﬁﬂlﬂl well as scholars and Professiong]

W ® erstand the role of urbag 4. T MUst not on.,
ﬁfa undefs urban dESlgn as much y im-
M‘W ies, TV, internet In the invasion 4,4 q as litera-
gw for urrent rebuilding c.af traditiong] A

. sl spaﬁally fragmented as a result of global urbanization

imphstlcated strategies. It is of interest for how long
ality polar pressures can be concealed by devious global -
lanr g instruments that are based on multiple readings -
't wr* at .dlfferent speeds. Nonetheless, as argued above, the
Il he crac:ks emerging in the actual (dis)continuity of the
‘ﬁ%, vé  already started an underlying process outcomes of
Ropy tO be seen. It is important to address this Pr{}bl

cissue from  different perspectives such as social stablity
L L *} 1 that

MO~ - .*i
MiC sustainability. Therefore, it is once again s

- tol1nsm industry, genuine and un

.~ Mlaracteristics of the specific locality are ce tainly
'E"""""""“} mpOrary urban or architectural
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W i en any where on the world. In conc ::.. 0
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E]nd

On Iy
f

The question is whether it is possible to restructyype e
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